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Fowlmere Scrapbook 1897-1990 
These are some of the Fowlmere stories contained in the Cambridgeshire Scrapbook 1897-1990 
Compiled by Mike Petty, November 2022 


Many of the stories summarised are followed by a date reference (YY-MM-DD). 
I have placed copies of these in Albums on Google Photos 


The actual newspapers are housed in the Cambridgeshire Collection at 
Cambridge Central Library, Lion Yard, Cambridge 
www.cambridgeshire.collection@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 


1890 

1898 03 21 

A fire of an alarming character broke out in Fowlmere in the small hours. About 10 minutes to one 
P.C. Housden noticed flames issuing from an unoccupied thatched cottage, the centre one of three, in 
the High Street, the property of Mr C. Papworth, of the Chequers inn. He promptly alarmed the 
inhabitants and the fire brigade, and others with the parish fire engine were soon on the spot. Mr J T 
Jackson brought his fire engine to the scene, and eventually the fire was got under, after destroying 
the cottages and shed. The damage is very considerable. 


1900 

1905 11 22 

Large beds of watercress have been laid down at Fowlmere where water is raised by a dam to spread 
over the low-lying land. An industry of some dimensions has grown up and there is a growing 
demand from London. It is important that the protection of the law should be extended to those who 
have embarked capital and employ labour in this industry. George Hallworth summoned two 
Cambridge labourers for stealing two bags of cress. A porter at Foxton station said they had tried to 
take them into a carriage but as they were wet he had put them in the brakevan. 05 11 22a & b 


1910 


1910 02 18 

Dr R. Vaughan Williams lectured on ‘The Folk Songs of East Anglia” and the enjoyment was 
enhanced by Mr J. Steuart Wilson of King’s College who gave expressive renderings of a number of 
Old English ballads. Vaughan Williams had discovered the early folk ballad ‘Geordie’ at Fen Ditton 
but whether there was a great deal more to be found he did not know. At Fowlmere the Rev Campbell 
Yorke had got the ‘May Day Song’ from an old gentleman who rejoiced in the name of ‘Hoppy’ who 
preferred to do odd jobs and sleep in sheds and outhouses. He often started the first verse of a song 
with an entirely different tune and only got into the right swing at the end. 100218 & a 


1912 06 07 

During the thunderstorm at Fowlmere Frederick Smith, employed by Mr F.S. Woodcock, farmer, had 
a narrow escape. He was ploughing on the Bury Road when he and the team seemed enveloped in a 
sheet of flame. He was rendered unconscious by the shock and when he recovered the horses had 
travelled some 30 yards or more. One of them seemed paralysed and the sight of one eye is damaged. 
It has still not regained the use of its limbs and there seems little hope of its recovery. Two other 
labourers were so dazed by the flash of lightning that they state they never heard any thunder at all — 
12 06 07n 


1913 01 03 CIP 
Fowlmere school alterations to provide 115 place 


1913 01 10 CIP 
Fowlmere school alterations not needed 


1914 11 13 

Belgian refugees — Carlton, Waterbeach, Bassingbourn, Sawston, Willingham, Horningsea, Elsworth, 
Fowlmere, Ickleton, Cheveley 

1918 01 30 

Fowlmere aerodrome rumours over construction, concrete etc Ch 1918 Jan 30 p9 


1918 08 28 
Airmen’s sports meeting at Fowlmere — photo feature — 18 08 28c 


1919 11 10. 
Undergraduate killed in aeroplane accident at Fowlmere — 19 11 10d 


1920 
1920 09 09 
Fowlmere fire, two houses, stacks and farm buildings destroyed & 10th p3 


1920 09 15 
Fire at Fowlmere haystack noticed by Duxford airman — 20 09 15b 


1920 11 08 CDN 
Fowlmere aerodrome buildings could be used for the opening of a discharged soldiers; village to help 
solve the unemployment problem # Fowlmere 


1921 06 15 
A.C. Yorke lectures in Fowlmere on parish history — 21 06 15a 


1921 07 06 
Fowlmere aerodrome may be converted into school for mentally defective children — 21 07 06d 


1925 06 08 

While reading the Athanasian Creed on Sunday morning, the Rev A. Campbell Yorke, rector of 
Fowlmere, was seized with a heart attack and expired almost immediately. He was 74 and by a tragic 
coincidence was making preparations to retire from active ministry. He had ministered in Australia 
and New Zealand until 1897 when he came to England and took the living in Fowlmere 


1929 12 10 

A Fowlmere baker, Frank Perry, had a narrow escape when his van overturned in a collision at 
Harston. He was delivering bread and just turning into a driftway when an Alvis touring car struck the 
front of the van which was twisted completely round and landed on its side. Its front axle was torn 
completely off. Bread and pastries were scattered all over the road as the doors burst and the driver 
was imprisoned in his cab. Beyond a bruised knee and cut hand he was uninjured. Alderman Webber 
who was motoring by, assisted by an A.A. Scout, directed traffic past the damaged vehicle. 


1930 
1940 


1940 02 29 
Spitfire. Dived into ground, one killed, Fowlmere. E-H 


1940 03 28 
Miles Magister. Dived into ground, one killed, Fowlmere. E-H 


1940 07 12 
Retirement.—The Rev. G. W. Gervis announced on Sunday that he would be retiring at the end of 
September as minister of Fowlmere and Thriplow Congregational Church, after 6/2 years’ ministry. 


Both Mr. and Mrs. Gervis will be much missed, not only by members of the congregation, but by 
many friends over a wide district. 40 07 12 


1940 08 31 
Spitfire. Shot down by return fire from Dornier 17, pilot killed, Fowlmere. E-H 


1941 03 24 
Spitfire. Aerial collision with a/c below, Fowlmere. E-H 


1945 08 03 
American aerodromes at Duxford & Fowlmere open to public for first time — 45 08 03a, 45 07 31 


1947 03 05 

Bus passengers stranded this morning when their vehicle ran into a 5 ft drift on the Harston-Fowlmere 
road, walked waist-high through the snow to another bus. A "Clippie" accompanied them. The 7.40 
Premier Travel coach from Royston to Cambridge was stuck in the drift for 3% hours. A snow- 
plough called in to its assistance was itself stuck about 300 yards away. Several roads in the district 
were completely blocked this morning after last night's blizzard. Worst local road, classified by the 
A.A. as "very dangerous" is the Cambridge-Huntingdon thoroughfare where the snow has been wind 
driven into three and four foot drifts, p5 


1947 09 12 CIPof 
Pole from camp at Fowlmere had revolver p6 


1948 08 10 
Theft Minister of Works depot Fowlmere, p5 


1949 10 31 

“Are the County Health Committee washing their hands of conditions in Fowlmere?” asked Counc. 
Mrs R. Briggs. “There are at least 200 Poles living there in the most squalid conditions possible and 
liable to be a source of disease to others in the village”. A Polish speaking nurse was needed to 
overcome the language difficulty as doctors were finding it a complete waste of time trying to treat 
Polish children without any knowledge of the language. The Polish families had squatted on the site 
of a disused aerodrome. Now they were subjects of the country, they should be absorbed into the 
population and enjoy the amenities of the place where they were living 


1950 

1952 08 08 

A Londoner was fined £3 for unlawfully obtaining rationed feeding stuffs at Lt Thetford. PC Harding 
was on motor patrol duty at Fowlmere when he stopped a lorry and noticed what looked like feeding 
stuff. Defendant said it was Quaker Oats and was unrationed but the sack was marked “Blue Cross 
Balanced Food, No.2 Pig Food”. The officer concluded it was a rationed product and asked if he had 
surrendered coupons for it. The reply was “No”. How he came to be in possession of the sack they did 
not know. The man claimed to have bought it from a poultry dealer because he through he would be 
charged with stealing it. He had been at work for 16 hours and wanted to get home. 


1952 11 20 

South Cambs R.D.C. decided to close all the waiting lists of applicants for tenancies of hutments at 
Fowlmere. This came as a result of a resolution from the Parish Council who asked them to allow no 
new persons to reside in the camps and to pull down each hut or portion of a hut as soon as it was 
vacated. Coun Murfitt spoke against closure: “We do not want to see people living under such 


conditions but until we have built enough houses we should not pull these huts down”. But it was 
costing £30 a hut to keep out the rain and this ‘fantastic’ expenditure should be used to help build 
other houses and not for bolstering up huts which were not fit for human habitation. 


1952 11 27 

The fact that South Cambs RDC intend to start building houses on land at Fowlmere adjoining 
another piece designated in the Development Plan for a housing site was a “deplorable and 
irresponsible decision which they take at their peril” said an objector at the Inquiry. A piece of land at 
present used as a recreation ground was large enough for the existing football pitch and the proposed 
housing site. The Council said that a piece of land owner by a Mr Sheldrick was the most suitable, but 
when he wished to reclaim it for agriculture they had suggested the other site. 


1953 07 30 

South Cambs RDC agreed to borrow £310,360 needed for a comprehensive water scheme designed to 
supply 17 parishes. At present the east area receives its piped water from Linton and the western area 
from the village of Croydon. The problem was to find a means of supplying the villages in the centre 
where eleven of the parishes including Barrington, Duxford, Fowlmere, Foxton, Shepreth and 
Whittlesford have no piped water at all. A bore was sunk at Dottrell Hall, near Fowlmere, and they 
were rewarded with a source which will yield a million gallons a day. 


1956 02 07 

In 1955 the Co-op bought the shop formerly known as Jacksons in High Street, Fowlmere. There were 
four shops — grocery, furniture and butcher’s in a row — and extensive alterations would be made so 
they could be worked together. One had an ‘off’ licence for wines and spirits but customers also liked 
to buy beer and have it delivered. There were objections from the landlords of the Chequers and the 
Queen’s Head and the owner of the Variety Shop so the licence was refused by magistrates. 56 02 
07d-f 


1958 05 03 

Mr E.F. Sheldrick took over Manor Farm, Fowlmere, in 1939, two years after the land had been 
requisitioned by the Air Ministry. When, in 1946, it became surplus to their requirement, it was taken 
over by the Agricultural Executive Committee to farm. The land was obstructed by buildings, runway 
and perimeter tracks and they handed it over to Mr Wedd, the present tenant. Now Mr Sheldrick 
wanted it back. 58 05 03 


1959 02 04 

The new Heydon reservoir will provide a water supply for 11 parishes. It was in 1954 that SCDC sank 
a trial borehole at Dottrell Hall, Fowlmere. Subsequently two more were constructed and it was 
proposed to build a pumping station, lay 42 miles of trunk mains and construct the reservoir. 
Councillors inspected the interior before the great covered-in space was filled with water. 59 02 04b 


1960 
The Cambridgeshire Collection has newspaper cuttings files from this date 


1960 09 15 

The new Dottrell Hall Pumping Station, which is to supply water for South Cambridgeshire’ s 
comprehensive water supply scheme is nearing completion. Water mains have been laid at 
Pampisford and Babraham with Fowlmere and Thriplow to follow. But residents of Gamlingay Heath 
who petitioned for extensions to their village sewers will be disappointed. The scheme would cost 
£500 for every house served and would not be approved by the Ministry 60 09 15 


1960 09 30 
Fowlmere — 60 09 30 & a CIP 


1962 10 12 
Fowlmere Chequers Inn priest hole — 62 10 12a 


1963 12 06 

Drinkers at the Black Horse pub in Fowlmere enjoy meeting ‘Cleo’, landlord Alfred Thatcher’s rather 
unusual pet. It is a two-foot long Cayman alligator which lives in a warm aquarium in one of the 
private rooms. When the family moved to Fowlmere she was brought down by train to Cambridge 
travelling in a cardboard box and began to honk loudly. Passengers were concerned when told it was 
an alligator making the queer noises. 63 12 06d 


1970 


1972 12 04 
Fowlmere planning, p14 


1976 03 31 

Angry Fowlmere villagers claim that the village has been singled out as the only location for South 

Cambridgeshire District Council’s “sin bin” scheme, placing rent defaulters in sub-standard houses. 
Parish Councillors Mrs Janet Greenwood said villagers were disappointed that the council had spent 
£7,500 in preparing the derelict cottages for defaulters when there were sub-standard council houses 
in the village whose tenants paid their rent. “There are about 20 unmodernised houses, six of which 


have earth closets”, she said 


1976 04 21 

An historic house in the centre of Fowlmere was flattened by a bulldozer today — just hours after 
planning officials ordered that demolition work must cease. The destruction of the centuries-old 
Dovecote House came as angry villagers and planners were still battling to save it. Villagers who 
believed they had been granted a stay of execution for the house could do nothing as it was reduced to 
rubble. It toppled less than two hours after they returned to their homes and jobs after an early- 
morning site vigil 


1976 07 06 
Fowlmere planning, p9 


1976 12 30 

The Cambridge Polish community has a simple though to reflect upon. Fascism drove them out of 
their country and brought them to Britain & the advent of communism back home kept them here 
when the war ended. Poles like Henio Muszynski and Czeslaw Rataj, young infantrymen in 1945 
recall the camaraderie of a post-war further education camp at Fowlmere where many were taught 
English and eased into British life. Cultural and social activities thrived; there was dancing and drama, 
“but we would just hire a place so that people would meet every week to talk Polish and just play 
cards”, said Mr Muszynski. Four years ago the community raised the money needed to buy a three- 
story club house in Chesterton Road. It has 300 members and is a comfortably furnished piece of 
Poland in Cambridge. 


1977 01 06 
Most tourists coming to Cambridge do not get a change to the see the places around the city, because 
they have no transport of their own. Now a freelance journalist has formed a firm called Traditional 


Pub Evenings with the idea of taking visitors — and locals if they want to go — out to two well-known 
inns, the Three Horseshoes at Madingley and the Chequers at Fowlmere, for what he calls a 
traditional night out in a natural environment. The price of £4.95 includes transport by coach to both 
of the inns supper at one of them and a hostess to supply historical information on the places visited. 
If it is successful the plan is to build up the service to three or four nights a week in the main tourist 
season. 


1978 04 27 

Fowlmere parish council has protested that their village has become a dumping ground for bad 
council house tenants. The District Council’s policy is to move tenants who refuse to pay rent or 
create a nuisance into sub-standard council homes and say it is unfortunate that such property exists at 
Fowlmere. This has been going on since the War when problem cases were housed in old forces huts 
in the village. They have 16 tenants who owe £4,000 in rent between them. But the parish want the 
houses converted into warden-controlled old people’s homes 


1978 07 26 

Great Chishill’s hopes of another best-kept-village prize were raised by the sale of the dilapidated 
village school. The picturesque village last took the competition title in 1970, the year before the 
Victorian school was closed and 22 children transferred to Fowlmere. Legal problems have delayed 
the sale and the building has deteriorated. Now it has been sold by auction for £19,000 to a family 
who intend converting it into a house 


1979 11 13 

Swynford Paddocks country-house hotel at Six Mile Bottom remains the best in Cambridgeshire 
according to a new Egon Ronay guide. The inspectors praised their ‘huge baths, bubble bath and 
gigantic bath towels’ as well as their ‘international food with a homely touch’. The Old Bridge at 
Huntingdon, Bedford Lodge at Newmarket and Slepe Hall Hotel at St Ives also come in for praise. 
But restaurants fare worse, this year even the Hotel de la Poste at Swavesey has lost its single star and 
three have disappeared altogether — the Don Pasquale in Cambridge, Hunters Fen at Cottenham and 
The Chequers, Fowlmere 


1980 03 13 

Villagers do not often welcome the idea of urbanisation — but that is what Fowlmere did eight years 
ago when they approved plans to increase their population. County Planners put aside extra land for 
housing saying that with the completion of the M11 there would be increased demand from 
commuters wishing to live there. But the Hunting Gate project was rejected by SCDC, which did not 
believe the development was needed locally. Now a Government Inspector has approved it; some of 
the houses in the £33,000 price range have already been reserved. 80 03 13b 


1980 10 02 

Fowlmere’s new bus service to Royston received an amazing response. Organisers expected half a 
dozen people but instead there were 37 passengers. This is the kind of service the county’s transport 
co-ordination department has been set up to promote. It fulfils a need without costing a fortune. 
Diverting the bus through the village only adds 10 minutes to the journey time. The fare from 
Fowlmere to Royston is 38p. single 80 10 02 


1981 12 14 

Just over a year ago a family moved into a rambling four-bedroomed house at Fowlmere. It was set 
back from the road with a cellar, spacious kitchen and large garden. But it had only a chemical 
lavatory, no heating except a solitary open fire and a bathroom which would be mistaken for a coal 


bunker. It is a ‘sin bin’ designed to act as a deterrent to council tenants who fall behind with their 
rents. 81 12 14a 


1984 02 15 

Thieves have stolen two ‘priceless’ military helmets from St Mary’s church at Fowlmere. They were 
put on either side of the church altar by the Mitchell family who were lords of the manor in the late 
1700’s. It is the second theft in the space of two months — two candlesticks were stolen just before 
Christmas. But there are no plans to shut the church: “It would spoil the whole conception of a 
church. It is meant to be a sanctuary and it would be wrong to lock it”, said the parish clerk. 84 02 15 


p9 


1989 12 12 

Sir Arthur Marshall to retire — profile. His father set up a de luxe car hire service in Brunswick 
Terrace in 1909, opening garages in King Street and Jesus Lane. In 1912 carried petrol to Beta II 
airship which landed in grounds Jesus College. Bought first aircraft at Fowlmere in 1919. Got pilot’s 
licence 1929 & bought a Gipsy Moth. Opened landing field behind house in Newmarket Road — 89 12 
12b, c 


2015 04 21 
Archives must not be moved ... ill-considered plans to move Cambridgeshire Collection to Ely ... 
used for book on Fowlmere: letter from Leslie Price. 2015 04 21 


